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power of going out of ourselves and of conceiving
and realizing interests and rights not our own. Eevenge
is the monomania of the isolated and unsympathizing
heart which intensely grasps the notion of personal
right and property but for itself alone, and for which
there is but one being and one self in the universe.
It cannot therefore but be diminished by an enthusiasm
which creates a moral universe for the soul where before
there was darkness, which forces it to relax its stiff and
crabbed tenacity by enlarging its sphere, which gives it
the softness which comes with warmth, which educates it
in the wisdom of sympathy and the calmness of wisdom.
But now what is to be the limit of forgiveness ? It
would probably have been allowed by many of the
ancients that an unforgiving temper was not to be
commended. They would have said, We are not to
exact a penalty for every nice offence; we are to
overlook some things; we are to be blind sometimes.
But they would have said at the same time, We must be
careful to keep our self-respect, and to be on a level
with the world. On the whole, they would have said,
It is the part of a man fully to requite to his friends their
benefits and to his enemies their injuries. Christ, no
doubt, bids men be more generous than this, be less
meanly solicitous about their personal rights ; but where
does he place the limit ? what is the injury for which we
are to take no apology ?
Christ said, * If thy brother trespass against thee seven
times a day, and seven times a day turn again to thee,
saying, I repent,'thou shalt forgive him.' Probably no
reader of this passage would doubt that it means abso-
lutely to take away all limitations of forgiveness, and to

